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Preamble: This report is a selective overview of what has been happening in our club since 

our AGM last November 2019.  More detailed reports of specific activities will be given by 

members of the management committee afterwards. Also a number of Newsletters were sent 

to the members giving details of events as they happened during the year.  

 

As in previous years shortly after the 2019 AGM in late November this year’s committee began 

its work on December 12th. At that time little did we know how different a year it would turn out 

to be.  Two men’s and four ladies’ teams were entered for Winter League and the Ladies first 

team eventually made it to the class 5 finals. This is a great achievement and also means that 

promotion to Class 4 has been realised.  

 

On March 22nd the committee made the decision to close down all the facilities in the club to 

ensure the safety of members.  Two days later Tennis Ireland instructed all clubs to close as 

part of the National Lockdown. All plans for social tournaments, social events and membership 

Open Days had to be postponed.  Moving onto early May as the transmission rate of the 

COVID -19 virus began to reduce significantly it was rumoured that Tennis and Golf would be 

the first sports codes to begin activities again.  A number of committee members attended 

Leinster Tennis Zoom meetings instructing clubs on what would be needed to be done to re-

open the club facilities. Ann-Marie O’Brien led this process and was greatly helped by 

members including Philip Meyler, Ted Murphy and Donald O’Keefe.  The preparation to open 

up the courts involved among other things: installation of hand sanitizers, court signage, 

removal of courtside benches and detailed communication to members about safe return to 

play.  On May 18th we got to start playing tennis again after a two-month break.  This was 

made possible by a large number of members volunteering to act as supervisors in line with 

Leinster Tennis return to play protocols. At first it was singles only permitted but thankfully 

doubles play was once again allowed after a number of weeks.  However, Dublin League or 

inter club competitive play only returned briefly after March 18th. We had a great uninterrupted 

run of play through the Summer months until September 25th when we had to suspend all 

organised tennis activities.  As the number of daily confirmed cases of COVID-19 exceeded 

1000 on a number of occasions the whole country was placed under Level 5 restrictions on 

October 20th and all adult tennis activities were closed down on 23rd October.  Thankfully 

underage coaching activities were still permitted at Level 5.   

 

Lots of other things went on over the Summer months when the club was open including: 

updating of the club website, all member surveys were carried out, installation of bike racks, 
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automatic court lights, coaching classes re-started and 14 club championships were organised 

and were played through to the semi-final stage of most events. Special thanks to Ted and 

Sharon Murphy who put a huge amount of work into developing the new club website. Also 

thanks to Philip Meyler for his ongoing work with the website and with helping the transition 

from the old to the new website. 

 

On August 22nd I represented the club at the Tennis Ireland AGM.   

 

A huge thank you to our club coaches Hugh and Stephen for all their on-court work with 

members of all ages and for helping us to get through the lockdown period with some great 

videos.  An important safeguarding update was finalised and sent to all members. Prior to and 

in between lockdown there was a busy schedule of events for Juniors. Last November Emily 

Malone and Conor O’Sullivan were elected as Team Captains. The club experienced a surge 

in membership applications and our membership now stands at 469. 

 

It was wonderful to see all 6 courts in full use so often during the lovely Autumn weather of 

late September and October.  As in my report of last year our 2 new courts and bathroom 

facilities were opened in July 2019 and Aimee Farrell signed off on the final payment to 

Emerald Courts in late September 2020.  The new flood light booking system introduced in 

September has proved to be a great success. Despite the global pandemic lots of activities 

took place and also many decisions had to be made by a very dedicated and committed 

Management Committee.  My sincere thanks to each and every one of the team for all their 

hard work this year and also thank you to members who served on various committees. A final 

thanks to the Meighan Family for sponsoring the bicycle rack and also the Moroney family for 

sponsoring the Girls U18 Singles Cup. 

 

The Management Committee comprised: 

 

Robbie Harrold:   Chairperson 
Ann-Marie O’Brien:   Secretary 
Aine Hand:    Treasurer 
Alison Hand:    Ladies Captain 
Laurent Laforge:   Men’s Captain 
Kate O’Mahoney:   Membership Secretary 
Alison Herlihy:   Junior Co-ordinators 
Amanda Bolton:   Social Committee, Fundraising and Minutes Secretary  
Ted Murphy:    Marketing, Public Relations 
John McFadden:   Child Protection Officer 
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Aine Hand, Kate O’Mahoney, Alison Hand and Laurent Laforgue are stepping off from the 

committee after each has given several years of dedicated and successful service to the 

committee. They have contributed immensely to the thriving club we have today. 

 

With our membership numbers now climbing towards the significant tally of 500 we should 

actively consider developing indoor facilities. Once again our vision remains to provide 

facilities and opportunities for players of all ages and standards.   

 

 

Robbie Harrold 

Chairperson 

November 2020 

 

 

 

 


