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Overview by Ann Marie O’Brien (Honorary Secretary)  
The Management Committee continued to meet, since December 2019, on the second 

Monday of each month, due to Covid19 the meetings  were via zoom.   One meeting was 

held in person and complied with all restrictions and this was to enable photographs of the 

Management Committee for the new Website.  

 

2019/20 Committee members are as follows: 

 

Name Role Current duration on 
Mgt Committee 

Robbie Harrold Chairman {Chairman’s Report available 
on Website} 

6 Years 

Ann Marie O’Brien    Hon Secretary 3 Years 

Aine Hand                  Treasurer, {Treasurers Report available 
on Website} 

6 Years 

Alison Hand Ladies’ Captain 4 Year 

Laurent Laforgue       Men’s Captain 6 Years 

Alison Herlihy Junior Co-ordinator 1 Year 

John McFadden Child Protection Officer. 2 Years 

Kate O’Mahony          Membership Secretary 4 Years 

Via Secretary.            Facilities Co-ordinator  

Ted Murphy              Marketing/Public Relations [resigned 
June 2020] 

 

Amanda Bolton                Social Committee and Fundraising 
/Minutes Secretary. 

1 Year 

 

Those Committee Members stepping down this year are Aine Hand, Laurent LaForgue, Ali Hand and Kate 

O’Mahony.   One nomination each for the position of Men’s Captain and Treasurer have been submitted but 

Membership and the Ladies’ Captain position will hopefully be filled on the night.  It must be brought to 

everyone attention that without filling of position, the offerings that the club continue to have for their 

members, such as League, Round Robins for the ladies etc, will not be available for the coming year.   

 

On behalf of the Management Committee I would like to thank the club’s numerous volunteers in our sub 

committees, managing socials and event planning.    It has been a quiet year for the club in so far that the 

restrictions have halted our much-loved events and social tennis.    

 

As you are all aware our club is run totally by volunteers, we must all appreciate and give thanks for the time 

and effort all the volunteers have given us over the year without which the club would not continue.    We are 

always looking for members to get involved. If you have an interest in Marketing, Ladies@ Captain, Social 

Media & Sponsorship, supporting our junior members or any aspect please let me know. 

 

I am happy to report that DPTC continues to thrive.  The Club prides itself on being inclusive to cater for all 

levels of players.  Our membership continues to grow, see membership section below, and this is enabled by 
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the additional courts.  The Committee is mindful of ensuring that all members have use of the courts and the 

usage on Acebook is outlined below for your information.  

 

 
 

Acebook, the court booking system, has also been instrumental in allowing the club to re-open in May as this 

facilitated information for track and trace purposes, consent and opt-in to the Covid19 Rules and a log of 

members attending the courts, which was all requirement to re-open.     

 

Reports on court usage is a new feature on Acebook for which the committee will review to ensure that 

members are able to book courts at their preferred time and it will also advise on when to halt new 

memberships.   

   

Members Safety: 

The safety of our members is paramount and although our existing members signed up to opt-in to the 

Covide19 rules we were still offering membership to new members.  The committee adopted a mandatory 
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Covid19 induction for all new members which was performed by our Director of Coaching, Hugh O’Loughlin, 

our thanks for this assistance with this.  It allowed the new members to be aware of our Covid19 safety 

precautions which included safe handling of the tennis balls and how to return a ball from another court to 

allowing a bit of play so as to give an overview of the level of the new member, {ITN no} which is now part of 

Acebook.   

Members Survey: 

We strongly welcome comments and feedback from members and any committee member will be incredibly 

pleased to hear your thoughts at any time.    We thank Ted Murphy for taking the time and effort to perform a 

member survey this year just prior to lockdown which has been invaluable and this has been available over the 

last number of weeks on the Members Section on our Website.   

 

Due to some suggestions for improvements the committee has taken the opportunity to act on these 

suggestions: 

 

• Bike Rack, this was sponsored by the Meighan family.  The committee also took the opportunity to 

upgrade the grounds around the cabin and to erect service gates for the use of the club.  

 

• Courts Lights, this has mentioned many times in the survey due to the inconvenience of topping cards 

up especially if the members could only attend in the evening times.   Acebook and I had been 

discussing this proposal and with the assistance of Karen Molony and Aine Hand, we saw that this 

could work for the club.  After a lot of testing the club used Acebook to also accept the cost of the 

lights by individual members and it seemed to work well.  This allowed the club to become a cash free 

zone.  Early days yet and we will keep this under review until the winter is over.  

 

The Coaching Team headed by our Director of Coaching, Hugh O’Loughlin and ably assisted by Stephen 

Murtagh continues to provide an excellent service to new and existing members, both junior and adult,  

ranging from starting tennis to those club league teams and we thank the coaching team for their dedication.  

 

Unfortunately, our Marketing team saw the stepping down of Ted Murphy and Deirdre Fennell.    Ted and 

Sharon with the help of Philip Meyler set up our fabulous new website which took expertise and huge amount 

of time and of course patience to not only develop a new and improved site but to all transfer and update all 

the required information from the old site.  If you have not seen this yet, it is definitely worth a look and the 

members sections holds all AGM material as well as policies and procedures, but we hope to update this with 

coaching videos and much more.    

 

Ted and Sharon also successfully rebranded the club and also held a member’s survey to seek out what was 

important to members to formulate the clubs 5-year plan.   Unfortunately, Ted was unable to remain with us 

and we also saw the retirement of Deirdre Fennell who gave so much time to the open day last year and 

keeping everyone up to date with the Newsletter.   We give our most grateful thanks to all those in Marketing 
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and in particular now, to Philip who is looking after the new website and Alison Herlihy who is keeping our 

social media in the loop.   

 

Captains Committee (Alison Hand and Laurent Laforgue) 

Subcommittee consisted of:  
Robbie Harold 

Alison Hand 

Laurent Laforgue 

Riikka Soininnen 

Andre Bastos 

 

Our internal tournaments and inter club competitions were severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

honour of hosting a DLTC League Final for the very first time was also called off due to the cessation of all 

sporting activities in March. All of the 2020 DLTC Leagues were cancelled, apart from the Winter league, which 

has seven finals to be completed. Our Ladies 1st Team will play the final in the Class 5 Winter League final at 

home as soon as competitive tennis is permitted to resume. We were unable to complete the Round Robin 

Tournament, the final week of our Club Championships had to be postponed, and we were unable to run our 

Turkey Team Tennis Tournament due to level three, and subsequently level five,  government restrictions. 

Internal Cub Competitions 

Round Robin 

105 players, our largest entry to date, registered for the tournament which started on January 9th. It was great 

to see members at all levels taking part, especially our new members and our over 14 juniors. With just 45% of 

round two matches complete, the closure of the club following public health and government restrictions led 

to the cancellation of the remaining rounds of the 2020 Tournament.  

2020 Club Championships 

Following a several months of little or no tennis there was a huge appetite for an event where members could 

play with and get to know people they may not have met before. This was particularly important for our newer 

club members and it was great to see so many signing up to take part.  We had another record entry in 2020 - 

89 players, 113 events and 127 matches scheduled over three weeks in September.  With two thirds of the 

tournament complete the introduction of Level 3 restrictions and the subsequent Tennis Ireland guidelines 

prohibited all competitive tennis events. There are 40 matches to be completed and it is our priority to 

complete these matches once government guidelines permit the resumption of competitive tennis. 

2020 DLTC Leagues 

Winter League 

Six teams represented the club in the DLTC Winter League. There were two men’s teams and, for the first time, 

four ladies’ teams. The ladies had a successful, and as yet unfinished, Winter League campaign. There were 

two promotions; Ladies 1 are promoted to Class 4 and Ladies 3 are promoted to Class 6. Ladies 2 narrowly 
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missed out on a promotion to Class 5 and Ladies 4 picked up 7 points to come 4th place in their group. Our 

Men’s 1st team ended a tough group stage on a win to stay in Class 5 for 2021. Our Men’s 2 finished with a 3-0 

win in Trim and finished mid table. 

Our Ladies 1st team beat Clontarf in their semi-final match held on August 8th (rescheduled from March 15th) 

and were scheduled to play the final at home on September 20th. The introduction of Level 3, and 

subsequently level 5, restrictions led to the postponement of this match until further notice. The DLTC are 

committed to completing the 2020 Winter League as a priority and will do so as soon as restrictions are lifted.  

 

 

Junior Committee (Alison Herlihy) 

Subcommittee consisted of:  
Aimee Farrell 

Link in with our Coaches Hugh O’Loughlin and Stephen Murtagh each month  

 

Junior Members 

• Current Members Figures: 

• Total 173 

• Boys U12  51 & u18 37 

 

 

 

Activities for December 2019. 

➢ Our New Junior Captains were voted in by our Juniors in November Emily Malone & Conor O’Sullivan. 

We hope that they will continue their role for another year. 

➢ Christmas Party took place 14th December with over 30 juniors age 6-16 taking part. Thanks to our 

coach Stephen who ran the competitions on the day, and all juniors went up to the clubhouse after for 

some food and of course the all-important selection box! 
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➢ January 4th, we had our Adult and Child Tournament, which is always really well supported, over 25 

juniors taking part with their Parents. Again, our thanks to Coach Stephen who organised the matches, 

and even managed to play as well! We raised over €500 for the Peter McVerry Trust. 

➢ Junior Social & Teen Tennis continued to run during the year, with some of our young adult players 

helping until everything came to a halt in March. Pre Covid it was open to non-members and there was 

Pizza at each event. When we were permitted to hold socials in August, they were open to members 

only and without pizza. Attendance was good, and Stephen also introduced Matchplay for our 12+ 

players.  As with Coaching, events like this are a great way for our juniors to meet others, it is likely 

they will be playing in internal and external events together, and it is easier for juniors to take part in 

these events when they know their peers. 

Schools Tennis 

➢ We had a few Teams I think in the Girls School and the Secondary school signed up to take part in 

schools league, but unfortunately Covid19 put a stop to that for 2020. Thanks to Stephen and Una 

Walsh for their continued hard work on this.  

➢ We had received the youth Sports Capital and would have used this for Schools Coaching, this is done 

each year since the club opened where Hugh and Stephen coach a class in each of the primary schools. 

The fund would have covered coaching for the Secondary School Tennis League Team.  

➢ Hugh was also going to run a few introductory sessions for Junior infant children from each school, and 

then possibly run a coaching group for this age group. Schools are key to introducing Tennis to kids. 

We may get to do this in Springtime. 

 

External Tennis 

U14 Stars and Stripes Autumn  

We had the pleasure of hosting the U14 Stars and Stripes cup semi-final and final December 2019, another 1st 

for our club to host the final! Congratulations to Clontarf who won the final against Swords   

Very well done to our U14 Donabate Stars and Stripes Girls & Boys for making the semi-final. 

And last, but not least, congrats to our U14 girls who won a cup for winning the most games during the 

campaign. So much to be proud of. 

 

U12s Spring Stars and Stripes started mid-February,  

Delighted to get so many of our Boys and Girls taking part. We were about halfway through having played 

Malahide, Castleknock and Sutton when Covid19 struck. U14 was cancelled. 

The stars and Stripes go from strength to strength each year with more and more juniors’ boys and girls signing 

up. For our new members please take a look at our website for information on these events, and all juniors 

aged 10+ are encouraged to sign up, when they resume. 

 

Some of our U18 Juniors took part in the Adult Winter League, which is really great to see. 
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Internal  

➢ We were just in the last week of our Winter RR when COVID-19 struck. Coach Stephen organised this, 

and we had over 30 juniors taking part in the team tennis. There was no Spring RR due to COVID-19. 

Our 2nd ever Junior Championships should also have taken place during the Summer. Due to COVID-19 

this wasn’t possible, so we decided to run it in Sept/Oct after the Adults. We introduced U14 Doubles 

Boys and Girls, and U18 Mixed doubles with 11 categories in total! Stephen had just published the 

draw when we went into Level 3 restrictions and no competitions were allowed. Well done to all 30+ 

Juniors who signed up for Singles and Doubles.  

➢ We hope to run them as soon as permitted, likely the springtime. Thanks to sponsorship received from 

member and the club we will have Perpetual Cups for winners of the U18 Boys and U18 Girls Singles. 

Coaching & Camps. 

➢ Easter Camps did not happen this year due to lockdown 1 

➢ Summer camps did not either, but our Coaches Hugh and Stephen ran 10 consecutive weeks of group 

coaching for members only this year. Small groups between 4-6 in each, a few days each week in 2-

week blocks. It was well attended 47 juniors taking part, and feedback from our coaches and parents 

was all very positive.  

➢ Our coaches kicked off a 10-week term on the 22nd September. They have 71 juniors taking part, in a 

number of groups/teams suited to all levels and ages and again they are small groups which makes the 

coaching better for our juniors. Coaching is a great way for our juniors to meet others, it is easier to 

take part in the clubs’ events internal and external, when they know their peers.  

➢ Our coaches also organised a coaching group for 16-28yrs which was well attended. 

Adult V Junior Hitting Sessions   

➢ A new initiative we ran in July and August. This is an opportunity for our juniors aged 12+ looking for 

more of a challenge, to hit with Adult players league and non-league, within a group setting. Stephen 

and Robbie selected Adults and Juniors to hit for 1.5hrs, on the last Sunday of each month. It was very 

well supported by both Adult and Juniors, and we hope to continue this when restrictions are eased. 

Thanks to all involved for their time on this. 

➢ During Lockdown 1 some of our Juniors took part in playing virtual tennis matches. Huge thanks to the 

juniors for taking part but also huge thanks to Fiachra and Ali for putting together such a lovely video, 

which is now on our website for anyone who has not seen it, it is worth a look. 

 

Since we are not playing tennis, Aimee, the Coaches and I have been planning for when we get back on courts 

and run events and other fun activities Aimee and I attended a Teen Tennis Workshop run by Tennis Ireland 

and are working on putting some initiatives together for our Teens and Club.    

• Youth Leaders/Committee Meet with Jnr Captains about this,  

• Embracing Social Media,  

• More events for our recreational players – look to link older juniors with younger juniors at social 

events,  

• Keeping our Teens playing, especially our girls,  
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• Cardio Tennis for Teens,  

• Community Involvement – Link with another local sports club (hockey/GAA/basketball/locals schools) 

for annual team competitions. Link in with a local charity to support with annual fundraiser.   

• Golf and Tennis Intro for TY students.  

• U8’s Open day/event to recruit more.  

• Club Culture looking at ways to make our juniors and older teens feel welcome, part of the club – will 

look to our junior captains for help with this. 

 

These are some ideas we hope to implement over the next few years and would appreciate a few more 

parents to help Aimee and I, so please just get in touch. Always open to ideas from our members adult and 

junior, so please get in touch.  

 

We are grateful to have so many supportive parents who make running all our events easier and fun!  

 

Thank you. 

 

Looking forward to a less stop/start 2021    

 

Child Protection (CPO John McFadden) 

Subcommittee consisted of:  
DLM - Robbie Harold 

COP -Eilis Kavanagh  

Incidents 

• No incidents reported 

Timeline of events 

December 2019: 

➢ 2nd CPO inducted; Administrative Induction to role (code of conduct, volunteer form, Garda Vetting 

application) 

July 2020 

➢ #3 committee members attended Tennis Ireland Safeguarding Audit info zoom  

➢ CPO’s and secretary undertook Safeguarding Audit review: overall policies were in good order, some 

small amendments to be made for full compliance 

➢ The Safeguarding Audit has individualised some elements of policies already in place by DPTC. For 

clarity, CPO’s intend to separate out elements of existing policies. 

Sept 2020 

➢ Original Safeguarding Audit deadline postponed (no new date confirmed) 

➢ Training: Eilis completed Safeguarding 1 (online) 
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Overview 

➢ DPTC policies and practices are up to date 

➢ One update during the year following a query in relation to children engaging in arranged hitting 

sessions with adults; research done with Tennis Ireland and other clubs. DPTC committee agreed that 

standard policy did not go far enough to protect members. Significant work done to create new policy 

which was practical, enforceable, and promoted best practice in relation to child safety. 

➢ As with all policies, these need to be regularly reviewed and updated as appropriate 

Plans for 2021 

CPO Action Plan 

➢ Complete final safeguarding Audit requirements (self-imposed deadline, Jan 2021) 

➢ Both CPO’s registered for additional Safeguarding training; Safeguarding 2 and 3 not available online 

yet but Sport Fingal have committed to adapting for 2021. 

Engage with Young People, Parents/Guardians, Junior Committee, and Coaches 

– continue supporting them to promote voice of young people in decision making structures of club 

– make a short presentation to parents and young people to raise awareness about the position 

– Promote Safeguarding 1 to all parents/guardians 

Reflecting on Safeguarding 1, Eilis and Ali noted that this training though often promoted as a requirement for 

Child Protection and traditionally targeted to volunteers, CPO’s and coaches, actually could have great value to 

ALL parents/guardians. Especially since it is available online, this training is a good way to promote 

understanding of player welfare and development, as well as the responsibilities of Coaches and CPO’s, etc. In 

this way, parents/guardians could be more informed about club values and as key stakeholders provide vital 

contribution to CPO policy reflections etc. 

 

 

Fundraising and Social Events:  

 

Subcommittee consisted of: 

• ? 

 
Our first social tournament of the year was to be the St Patricks day tournament in March. We had big plans to 

shake up our usual format by grouping players into teams, aligned to Counties, for an Inter county style 

format.   Unfortunately, the timing meant that it was not to be. This year we have not had the opportunity to 

run any social tournaments, even in a tennis-only capacity, but when the time comes, we have lot of new ideas 

to put into action.  

 

Weekly Social Tennis has been taking place 7 days/evenings per week, as and when guidelines permit. We 

have our Improvers session on Saturday mornings, New Members tennis on Sunday Morning, Mixed social is 
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on Friday evenings and Monday mornings. Ladies social take place on Tuesday mornings and Wednesday 

evenings and Men’s social tennis runs on Thursday evenings. 

 

Marketing Activity DPTC 
November 2010 to July 2020 

 

DPTC Brand Refresh -Logo and Colourway 

We redesigned the visual identity of the club, updating the logo and club colours whilst retaining some of the 

original heritage.  For the logo, the graphic elements represent the unique surroundings of the club – the 

greens for grassland and treescape, the deep blue for the sea right on our doorstep and the light blue for the 

wonderful sky above…  The ripple curves of the graphics represent the waves on the shoreline and the wind 

that we all love coming from the west side of the courts!!! 

 

We chose stronger colours with defined pantone references for the logo – this will make help keep consistency 

of our colours when reproducing the logo on different surfaces.  The font (typeface) was also replaced with a 

sharp modern font, giving a stronger cohesive visual identity.   

 

We now have the Logo in all formats needed for use both on and offline. 

Poster Templates  

A suite of specific posters incorporating the new branding, were designed to promote junior and senior 

activities including, competitions, club championships, social events and coaching – some samples of these can 

be seen on the website.  We also provided a full suite of generic poster templates which can be used by any 

section of the club for communicating future events. 

All Member Survey  

As a fully inclusive organisation, we sought the viewpoints of our members on the future direction of the club 

through the All-member Survey in March.  There was a 25% response rate, revealing some very interesting 

observations, opinions and suggestions.  Some of those ideas have already been acted upon, including a new 

system for booking the lights, new bicycle rack, new food provider in the clubhouse, etc. and there will be 

more good things to come.  A link to the report is in the members only section on the website if you haven’t 

seen it yet.   

New DPTC Website 

The new club website went live in September.  We set out to create a user-friendly site appropriate for the 

progressive club that we are.  It was important that it would work equally well on mobile as well as 

desktop/laptop.  The website is intended to be the centre hub for all future information about the club (news, 

events, competitions, photos, hints & tips, archives and other tennis-related news, etc.) The styling is bright, 

colourful with large quality imagery. It’s easy to navigate with all sections being accessible within two clicks. 
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The homepage features drone footage taken in the Spring, to showcase the beautiful environment we’re 

privileged to occupy.   

 

If you haven’t seen the site yet, or only seen it on mobile, it is well worth spending a few minutes browsing it 

on a computer screen.  Sadly 2020 has meant a massive curtailment of events and opportunities to add current 

content to the new site, but hopefully with the imminent vaccines, lockdowns will be a thing of the past and 

we will have a full year of tennis and events in 2021.   

Club Newsletter 

Because of the abnormal year we’ve had, there has only been 2 (?) newsletters – One earlier in the year and 

the 2nd recently posted to the members only section of the website. 

Images & Archives 

To preserve the past, we have created a folder within Google Drive which will hold all old imagery and any 

video footage we have.  A link to this can also be found under the Gallery section of the website.   

Vacancy 

The Marketing Officer position is currently vacant.  This is a very important role and in order for us to continue 

to grow the communication and branding of the club we would ask any interested person to put their name 

forward. 

 
Thank You Deirdre Fennell 

Last but by no means least, after x years supporting the Marketing function Deirdre Fennell stepped down in 

June. We’d like to thank Deirdre for all her valuable input and efforts, especially with the club newsletter. 
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Membership Committee (Kate O Mahony)  
Subcommittee consisted of:  
Ann Marie O’Brien 

 

Despite the year that we have had the club membership continues to grow.  

The breakdown of the membership by Category is as follows: 
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The membership number is now at 469 members.  This is an increase of 47 up from 422 last year, an 11% 

increase in membership.   

 

The closure of the club due to restrictions in March coincided with our annual renewal date. As a result, we 

took the decision to put membership on hold until these were lifted.   Once lifted, we then offered a 10-month 

membership to all existing members and for those new members who wanted to join.  

This would bring us up to March 31st, 2021 and back in line with our previous renewal dates. 

 

Our 6 month membership commenced from the beginning of October but due to the COVID restrictions put in 

place mid-October we suspended any new memberships with the exception of juniors as they’re still could 

avail of coaching with the Level 5 restrictions. We will not be continuing our 3-month membership. 

 

Saturday and Sunday morning new members and beginner’s tennis has continued to grow in popularity, and I 

want to thank Catherine Meighan and Ann Marie for all their help in running these.  

 

I most especially want to thank Ann Marie for all her support this year. 

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Management Committee both as Junior Coordinator and this year as 

Membership and I wish the incoming Management Committee the best of luck in all their work in the future. 

 

 

And finally…… 

 

I would like to thank particularly the individuals who make up the current DPTC Management Committee - all 

of whom have given their precious personal time and commitment to all Club matters and events which arose 

throughout the year. The above synopsis was all written by them. What a great team!    

 

So, many thanks to everyone for making our club such a fantastic friendly community, not alone in terms of 

tennis, but also in the social events, friendship and care we show to all our members. Here is to the continued 

success of the DPTC in 2021!  

 

Ann Marie O’Brien 

Hon Secretary 

Donabate Portrane Tennis Club 


